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I.E. WELDON SECONDARY SCHOOL

COURSE INFORMATION SHEET
Course:     
ENG1DR – Grade 9 Academic English
Teachers:  
Ms. K. Ellery, Mr. B. Larson, Mr. J. Simmons
Course Code:     
ENG1DR-01 (Pd. 1)





Room #:      244
Your Teacher:    
Katie Ellery





Phone:        705-324-3585 x 19024
E-Mail:       
k.ellery@tldsb.on.ca



Course Description

“This course is designed to develop the oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy skills that students need for success in their secondary school academic programs and in their daily lives. Students will analyse literary texts from contemporary and historical periods, interpret informational and graphic texts, and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be on the use of strategies that contribute to effective communication. The course is intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 academic English course, which leads to university or college preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12.”
· Ontario Grades 9 and 10 English Curriculum Guidelines
Units of Study

	1. Myths, Legends, and Foundation Stories 
· Readings from mythology
Resources:

Deeds of Gods and Heroes (Creighton)

Mythic Voices (Lottridge/Dickie)

Other readings selected by instructor
2. Drama Study - Shakespeare 
· Introduction to Shakespeare’s life and times
· Theatre history

· Textual study

Resources:

   A Midsummer Night’s Dream  OR
   The Taming of the Shrew
3. Short Prose and Media 
· Short story form and structure

· Essay form and structure

· Exploration of media

Resources:

Sightlines 9
4. Novel Study 
· Narrative technique

· Chapter questions

· Essay writing

· Literary study

· Close reading

Resources:

To Kill a Mockingbird (Lee)


	5. Poetry 
· Forms, genres, and themes in poetry

· Poetic techniques

· Appreciating poetry
Resources:

Readings selected by instructor
6. Independent Study 
· Literary study

· Close reading

· Essay writing

· Oral presentation

7. Language
· Spelling

· Grammar

· Punctuation

Resources:  
Handouts from instructor



Evaluation

· Summative Evaluations – 70% 

  Knowledge/ Understanding


20%

  Thinking / Inquiry



20%

  Communication


           
20%



  Application


          
10%
· Culminating Tasks – 30%  



   Culminating Activity

         
10%



   Final Exam



20% (exemption possible)
NOTE:  The culminating activity will occur towards the end of the semester and the final exam will occur 
              during the exam period.

Major Assignments
	· Two (2) Unit Tests

· One (1) Creative Assignment
· One (1) Essay
· One (1) Group Research Presentation/Project
· One (1) Paragraph Assignment
· One (1) Other Major Assignment – A “Wild Card” Major Assignment 

(individual teacher’s choice of test, essay, group project, et cetera)


	· Two (2) ISU Assignment Packages 
(consisting of four smaller assignments each)
· A Culminating ISU Group Oral Presentation

· A Final Examination 
(exemption possible – see below)
Ten (10) Summative Assignments in Total (+ Exam)
(NOTE:  Various formative assignments will also be given.)



Grade 9 Exam Exemption

In an effort to improve student task completion and to reward consistent daily contributions, students who earn a term average of 70% or greater in any grade 9 course, with all assignments completed and submitted according to the teacher’s deadlines, will be exempt from their exam.  Students and parents may waive the exemption if they so choose.  Our goal is to motivate students to complete all of their work, which in turn should improve their overall results.
Required Materials

· Binder for classwork

· Duotang for Independent Study work

· Your own copy of your Independent Study text (recommended – so you can freely annotate it)

· Writing materials (pens, pencils, lined paper, et cetera)

· Dividers

· Dictionary (recommended)

Deadlines

Students are expected to meet all deadlines set out by the subject teacher.

Academic Dishonesty

Any ideas or words that come from any source other than from personal experience must be formally referenced. Failure to do so is considered plagiarism.  Cheating during tests or exams is forbidden.  Also, submitting the same assignment for more than one course is unacceptable.  Academic dishonesty of any kind may result in a mark of zero. 
Missed Evaluations

Students who are absent the day of an evaluation are expected to write the day they return to school or at a time agreed upon by the teacher.  Arrangements regarding planned absences must be made with the teacher in advance.

Attendance

Good attendance is essential for academic success.  Students who have chronic problems with attendance undermine their ability to gain a credit.

Reporting

Student achievement will be reported in all courses at the following times:

Semester #1

Mark Update Week – October 14-17



Parents’ Night – October 23 – 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 




Interim Report Card Issued – November 21 (tentative)

Mark Update Week – December 15-18


Final Report Card Issued – second week of February 2015 
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