THE INDEPENDENT STUDY ASSIGNMENT

GRADE 9 ACADEMIC ENGLISH
GENRE STUDY 

Over the course of the semester, you will choose a novel from one of the following genres and read it.  You must sign up for a novel from a specific genre, and only a certain number of people (4-5) will be allowed to sign up for each genre.  At the end of the semester, all of the students who studied each genre will be responsible for presenting a group presentation on that genre, so choose not only your novel but your group members carefully!  It is strongly recommended that you purchase a copy of your novel, though borrowing it from either the Weldon library or another library would be acceptable.  Remember, too, that it must be a novel, and not a nonfiction book!
GENRE CHOICES:
	SCIENCE FICTION
FANTASY
MYSTERY
	ACTION/ADVENTURE and WAR
ROMANCE and RELATIONSHIPS
HORROR/THRILLER



You are responsible for two types of assignments associated with the book you choose to read:
· Reading Connections Entries (done eight times during the semester)
· A Group Oral Presentation (done at the end of the semester)
The In-Class Reading Connections Entries
Each journal entry must contain:

· A date for each entry that you make

· An indication of the page numbers on which the entry is based (e.g. – Pages 3-32 of book)

· The type of entry:

· Text-to-Self

· A personal response to what you are reading

· Sample questions to answer:

· What is the main effect of this part of the text on you (e.g. – confusion, suspense, identification with the characters, fear, boredom, et cetera), and why do you think the text had that effect?

· What does your response to the text tell you about yourself?

· What does your response to the text tell you about your values, beliefs, et cetera?

· Text-to-World

· How does the novel relate to the world around you?

· Are there ideas, themes, events, values in the book that you see around you every day?

· How does the author handle historical events?

· This may involve looking things up (e.g. –references in an encyclopedia or internet research site).  If you have to look something up, make a note of it, and cite your sources properly!  Also, bring this research material to class on the days when we will be writing these entries!
· How does the author’s view of the world relate (or not relate) to your own view of the world?

· Text-to-Other-Texts

· How does your novel compare with other texts that you have read (or films you have seen, or songs that you have heard, et cetera) in terms of plot, characters, themes, conflicts, et cetera?

· Can you relate this novel to other things that you have read (e.g. – things we are reading in class, for example)?
· Text Analysis
· An examination of how parts of your novel are related to each other, about how the references, vocabulary, and other literary devices are working together to express ideas and emotions

· Select a significant passage from the text and do a brief close reading to examine it in detail
The Reading Connections Entries, cont’d

You will be expected to write entries eight times over the course of the semester, with the following due dates:

Friday, September 19 (in class)
Text-to-Self entry
· Be at least ten or fifteen pages into your book by this point
· This entry will be about your first responses to the book, and how you are connecting with the story early on

Monday, October 6 (in class)
Text-to-World entry 

· Be at least a few chapters into your book by this point

· Remember to do research and have proper citation information!

Wednesday, October 22 (in class)
Text-to-Other-Text entry
· Be at least a third of the way into your book by this point

· Can you connect your book to any of the works on the course that we have studied so far?

Monday, November 3 (in class)
Text Analysis entry
· You will want to be about halfway through your book at this point

· Be sure to include the actual passage being analyzed!
Monday, December 15 (FOUR entries to be completed on your own time and submitted by this date)
Text-to-Self entry 

· This entry will need to address material from the second half of the book

Text-to-World entry 

· This entry will also need to address material from the second half of the book

Text-to-Other-Text entry 

· This entry will also need to address material from the second half of the book

· Can you connect your book to any more of the works on the course that we have studied so far?

Text Analysis entry 

· Your passage should be from somewhere near the end of your book

There are some sample entries on the next few pages that you can use as models.
[image: image1.jpg]Text-to-Self Example:
From 7o Kill A Mockingbird

Make sure that y our text-to-self entries have the
following elements:

® Theentry type

®  Your name

o Thebook’s tifle and author

®  The datethe entry was written

® A citation (chapter, pages)

®  An introduction paragraph outlining your main
point

o A few paragraphs (2-3 is recommended) of
analysis

ofhow the section of the book is
similar to something in your life
® A condusion paragraph
o A works cited section wi
formatted in MLA style

e Bespecific in your connections.
characters who remind you of pe
Are there situations in the book thak are simi{ar to
things that happened to you or to sotjeone cl
toyou?

®  Once you make these connections, agaly be
specific. Tn what specific ways is Charadfer X
from your book like your Uncle Joe, for example?
In what specific ways is the incident in the {ook
like what happened to you?

e Itispossibleto be oo personal. Please do NOQT
write about incidents or events that would be
inappropriate for your instructor to know. Use
your judgment, and do NOT divulge things that
arenone of your instructor’s business.

o Askyourselftwo questions: “Is my introduction
infroducing?” and “Is my conclusion
concluding?” Remember that introduction and
conclusion paragraphs should ALWAYS be
longer than a single sentence in lengfh!

NOTE: This tip is applicable to ALL types of
entries!

e Pleasenote that this is theonly type of entry in
which you should be writing in first person (e.g.
—1 me, my).

Extending Understanding of Texts
Demonstrating Understanding of Content
Making Inferences

Analyzing Texts

Evaluating Texts

Critical Literacy

‘Text-to-Self Entry

Tohn Doe

To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee
February 21,2014

Chapters 1-3, pages 3-32

T have noticed, in these early chapters of the novel, that the Finch family and my family
What I consider to be a very important quality: both families love reading and both families
Treasure books. Literacy and the appreciation of literature are important to us.

| » When Dill arrives in Maycomb in Chapter One, he introduces himself by saying, “Prm
Charles Baker Harris [and] I can read” (Lee 7). Jem immediately dismisses this
accomplishment by bragging that his sister “Scout yonder’s been readin’ ever since she was
bom, and she ain’t even started b schoolyer® (Lee 7). Ttoo was reading at a very early age:
cfore I started junior kindergarten, in fact. The books were not very challenging — a lot of

ks by children’s authors Dr. Seuss and P.D. Eastman — but the fact remains that I, like

was reading independently before I entered the formal school system.

In addition, Tem and Scout seem to be reasonably well read children for their age.
ost of their imaginary games with Dill are based on young adult adventure books they have
ad, such as “the works of Oliver Optic, Victor Appleton, and Edgar Rice Burroughs” (Lee 8).

belgviour, as Scout “crawled into his lap every night’ to read “the news of the day, Bills o be
Endkted in® Laws, the diaries of Lorenzo Dow— anything Aticus happened & be

1g” (both Lee 18). My father and mother were also similarly supportive of my frequent
readin, my mother especially so, as she was a teacher of both French and English literature.

1 find that T agree with Scout that a love of reading is an essential thing in life. Scout
says at one point that, “ulniit [she] feared [she] would lose i [she] never loved reading. One
es not love breathing” (Lee 18). When her teacher Miss Caroline tells her that she is not
allowed to read with her father anymore, Scout leans her first great lesson of the novel: she
ned(s toread, just as much as she needs to breathe. am the same way, and I could not have
it better myself

1 find that, as I go through this novel, I am noticing more and more how Harper Lec is
trying to make us empathize with Scout and her situation. She is the charater with whom the
réader is supposedto connect most strongly. I will look for more similarities between Scout and
myself as T progress further into the novel.

WORKS CITED:

Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird.
New York: Wamer Books, 1982. Print.
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Make sure that y our text-to-world
entries have the following elem

The entry type
Your name
Thebook’s title and muthor
The date the entry was written/
A citation (chapter, pages)
An introduction paragraph

Extending Understanding of Texts
Developing Research Skills

Reviewing Content of Written Material
Interpreting Media Content

Understanding Media Conventions and Forms

Text-to-World Entry

Tohn Doe

To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee
arch 10,2014

hapter 2, page 21

In one section of the novel, Scout makes reference to the fact that “Mr. Cunningham coukl get &
}V.P}f_)(avb, Dut his land would go to ruin if he left it, and hewaswilling & go hungry o keep his land and
Yote as he pleased” (Lee 21). Tn order to understand Scout’s reference, some research was done on the WPA.

‘The Works Progress Administration was an organization started in 1935 by President Franklin
e mer i e S Depression. It was an attempt by the U.S.

explaining what reference in the bo
you will be researchin, govemnment to get more people working. Run by a man named Harry Hopkins, the WPA was meant to create

Some research
e Some amalysis of theresearch
(including direct quotations)
® A condusion paragraph
o A works cited section with ONgast

two bibliographical sources,
propaly formatted in MLA style, pius
your own novel, of course

TEXT-TO-WORLD TIPS

o Avoidthe obvious. Referencesto
Jesus, Hitler, or Canada are just lazy.
Do not look up what you already
know!

® Do not cut and paste research directly
from the Infernet! Summarize
research and put it in your own
words.

o Search engines like Google and
Yahoo are not sources! Give the
information about where these search
engines send you.

. DO NOT USE
WIKIPEDIA!

SOME GOOD INTERNET
SITES TO USE

http://www.ency clopedia.com
http://www.britannica.com
http://www.bartleby.com/reference/

jobs by having the government commission various construction projects. Over cight years, and at a cost to
the U.S. government of eleven billion dollars, the WPA reated eight and a half million jobs and built roads,
bridges, parks, airports, and public buildings. In 1939 (after the events ofthe novel), the organization changed
«wﬁm the Work Projects Administration, still of course kecping the acronym WPA.

‘This reference reinforces the characterization of Mr. Cunningham and his family that Harper Lee
has established so far, They will not take things from others, preferring instead to make do with what they
have, or, as Scout says, “They don’t have musich, but they get along on it’ (Lec 20). Takinga WPA job would
mean to Mr. Cunningham that he owes someone something, and he is too proudto be put in that position.

“This is what the line about being able to “vote as ke pleased” (Lee 21) means: Mr. Cunningham feels that, if
were to take a WPA job, the government might expect him to vote for President Roosevelt in the next
cledion in exchange for the job.

Understanding the context behind this reference really adds to the appreciation ofthe novel, Harper
Lec is counting on her readersto have at least some familiarity with the social circumstances surrounding the
Great Depression in the United States, and for readers today who did not live through those times, some
Reescarch is necessary to understand the references.

WORKS CITED:

Davis, Kenneth C. Don t Know Much About History.
New York: Avon Books, 1990. Print.

Lee, Harper. 7o Killa Mockingbird.
New York: Wamer Books, 1082. Print.

Tikkanen, Amy. Works Progress Administration (WPA) (United States history) —
Britannica Online Encyclopedia. 16 Tan 2009, Web. 7 Mar 2014.
<http://www.britannica. conVEB checked/topic/648178/Works-Progress-Administration>.

GOOD TEXT-TO-WORLD RESEARCH TOPICS

Fictional
Characters - Mythological characters, lterary characters, film characters
e.2. — Midas, Zeus, Don Quixote, Hamlet, Luke Skywalker, Iron Man
People - Historical figures (world leaders, generals, social crusaders, et cetera)
e.g.— Sir John A MacDonald, Calvin Coolidge, General George Patton, Carrie Nation, Mahatma Gandhi
- Astists (authors, painters, rmusicians, actors, et cetera)
e.g. — Hemann Hesse, Joseph Conrad, Tom Thompson, Leonardo Da Vinci, Wolfgang Mozart, James Cagney
Places - Very specific places, though
- Castles, universities, museums, forts, et cetera, are fine
©.g. — Windsor Castle, Oxford University, The Guggenheim, Fort Henty
- Cities, wns, rivers, and other general geographical features are vot acceptahle as
references, AVOID GEOGRAPHY!
Events - Battles, significant historical ocourrences, et cetera
e.g — Getiyshurg, the Kennedy assassination, the Challenger explosion, 9/11
Movements: - Artistic, social, et cetera

.8 — cubism, women’s liberation, romanticiam
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Make sure that y our text-to-other-
text entries have the following
elements:

An entry type
Your name
Thebook’s title and muthor

The date the entry was writt

A citation (chapter, pages)

An introduction paragraph
outlining which work you are
comparing and the main similarity
you will be discussing

® A few paragraphs (23 is
recommended) of alysis of the
similarities between the two works

® A conclusion paragraph
® A works cited section fc

your own novel as well, prop
formatted in MLA style

TEXT-TO-OTHER-TEXT T\PS

e Bespecific in your connectiols.
Arethere characters who remi\d
you of ofher characters you hav
encountered in previous reading?
Are there situations in the book
that are similar to things that
happened in other books, plays, et
cefera?

®  Once you make these connections,
again be specific. In what specific
ways is Character X from your
book like Bianca from The Taming
of the Shrew, for example? In what
specific waysis the incident in the
book like what happened in the
Arthur legend?

®  Thoughyou are welcometo
compare your book to any other
types of texts, preference should
always be given to connecting your
book to material read in English
dlass.

®  You are encouraged to use
quotations both from your book
and from the other text that you are
comparing. Remember to use
MLA formatting for citations
(author and page, or in the case of
Shakespeare author and act, scene,
line).

Purpose: Extending Understanding of Texts
Making Inferences

Analyzing Texts

Evaluating Texts

Interpreting Media Content

Understanding Media Conventions and Forms

Text-to-Other-Text Entry

Tohn Doe

To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee
February 28, 2014

Chapter 10, pages 89-99

‘This chapter of the novel, which contains some very humourous sections in its first half, derives much of
its lyarrfOUr from portraying Atticus as some sort of decrepit old man. The chapter opens with Scout declaring that

Alticus was feeble: hewas nearly fifly” (Lee 89). Idrew a connection between Harper Lee’s portrayal of Atticus®
age to what William Shakespeare did with the character of Gremio in The Taming of the Shrew.

They are by no means similar charadters in all respects. Afticus is very intelligent, for one thing, while
Gremiogs described as “fhés woodcock, what an ass [he] &” (Shakespeare L i, 158) by Grumio in a mocking aside

’fqp){gfl;eplay. Where they are similar, however, is that their age relative to the other characters is played for
aughs. Atticus® age prevents him from doing a job about which Scout and Jem would be able to brag, as he

did not drive & dump-truck for the county, ke was not the sheriff; he did not
furm, work in a garage, or do anything that could possibly arouse the admiration
of anyone.

(Lee 89)

is is humourous because all of these jobs are things that are usually done by younger, more physically able men,
bu they are not as prestigious as Atticus® real job: being a lawyer. Only Jem and Scout think that being a

garkageman, for example, is better than being a lawyer. Gremio, similarly, is a figure of comedy mainly due to his
age.\He is infroduced to the audience as “a pantsioon” (Shakespeare L i, 47 5.d.), which is, as the footnote tells us,

Clearly, these are two very different characters, but both Lee and Shakespeare can see the humour in the
\jves of older people. Scout, however, will soon see that Afticus is perhaps not as fecble as she thinks.

WORKS CITED:

Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird.
New York: Wamer Books, 1982. Print.

Shakespeare, William (Orgel, Stephen, ed.). The Taming of the Shrew.
Toronto: Penguin Books, 2000. Print.

GOOD TEXT-TO-OTHER-TEXT CONNECTIONS TO MAKE

These are in descending arder of preference:

®  Novels and plays read in this English class
® 7o Kill Abockingbird The Taming of the Shrew (the major works)
®  Othermaterial read in this Englich class
®  Anyhingin the mythology unit, any of the short siories, essays, or poems
®  Othermaterial read in elementary school English classes

®  Some students may already have read books like The Outsiders by . E. Hinton, The Giver by Lais Loway, or Freak the Mighty by
Rodman Fhilbrickin Grades7 r 8

®  Othernovels, plays, short sinries, or poems read for pleasure outside of school
®  Hary Potier novels, The Funger Games, Twilight, Divergent The Fault in Our Stars, other young adult fiction
®  Films and elevision shows

®  Songs




[image: image4.jpg]Make sure that your text analysis
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Text Analysis Example:
From 7o Kill A Mockingbird

The entry type.
Your name
The book’s title and author
The date the entry was writt
A citation (chapter, pages)
A decently-sized passage fro:

your novel (more than just one

or two sentences — go for at
least a paragraph)

An introduction paragraph — |
outlining your main point and
what elements you will discuss
A few paragraphs (23 is
recommended) of analysis
A condlusion paragraph

A works cited section Wi
novel properly formatted in’
MLA style

o

TEXT ANALYSIS TIPS

Be specific inyour
Refer to specific word
phrases, and quote them\{irectly
inyour analysis.
Quotations from the passag
being analyzed do notneed p
citations following thern, but
quotations from autside the
passage (i.e. - from other parts
of the book) will need proper
MLA page citations (author and
page)

Remerrber: your analysis
should be longer than the
passage you choosel

Purpose: Demonstrating Understanding of Content
Making Inferences

Analyzing Texts

Evaluating Texts

Critical Literacy

Text Features

Elements of Style

Text Analysis Entry

Tohn Doe

To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee
ebruary 14,2014

Chapter 17, pages 169-170

“..Robert, E. Lee Ewelll”

In answer 0 the clerk’s booming voice, a little baniam cock of a man rose and strutied fo the stand, the back of his neck
‘reddening at the sound of his name. When he turned around io take the outh, we suw that his fisce was as red as his neck. We aiso
saw o resembiance to his namesake. A shock of wispy new-washed hair siood up from his forehead; his nose was thin, pointed,
and shiny; he had 1o chin 10 speak of — if seemed to be part of his crepey neck.

“— 50 help me God,” he crowed. (Lee 169-170)

| » This passage introduces the reader to Mr. Ewell, and right away the description suggests that this is a negative
character. This will be shown by examining the animal imagery in the passage, the character of Mr. Ewell, and the
ironic humour displayed by the narrator.

The image createdis of a rooster: he is described as a “lifle bantsm cock of @ man” with a “shock of wispy
ew-washed hair” suggesting a rooster’s comb. In addition, the dialogue tag after his first line says that he “crowed”.
Roosters, which are sometimes also called cocks, are associated with pride and arrogance, which is where we get the

ord “cocky.” Desaribing Mr. Ewell in this way suggests to the reader that he will also be proud and cocky, which he

hl{:rroganﬂy replying o Atticus greeting of him with “That’s m’name cap’n® (Lee 171).

Characterization is further established when Scout gives the detail that Mr. Ewell’s “neck [was] reddening
the sound of his name”, reinforcing this detail in the next sentence by noting that Mr. Ewell’s “fuce was as red as
hiS\eeck”. This suggests that Mr. Ewell is, to use a somewhat slangy term, a “redneck,” or a racist Southern man. His

All of the features of this passage contribute to the introdudtion of Bob Ewell as a mean, arrogant man. The
reader very quickly forms a negative impression of the man who will tum out to be the main villain of the story. Harper
ce s very good at introducing her characters so that the readers can form a very quick opinion of them.

WORKS CITED:

Lee, Hatper. To Kill a Mockingbird.
New York: Wamer Books, 1982. Print.

WHAT TO ANALYZE — SUGGESTIONS (Choose 2-3 of these per passage analyzed)

1) The author’s vision of the world

What parficular varkies are being llustrated? .

2) The meter of the passage f itis in verse)

What kind of meter is it (e.g - iambic pentameter)?

e there any interesting merical variations? .

3) Conflict in the story

Man versus man, man versus self, man v

4) Images and details

Image patterns
Symbols

5) Some moments of revelation

New information, epiphanies

6) Elements of language
Literary devices (similes, metaphors, personification, et ceters)

® Interesting orunusual word choices
7) Elements of humour

Type of humour (irony, parody, farce, safie, et cetera)

®  Sourceofhumour
erous nafure, man versus environment 8) Descriptions of character
®  Personification of ideas
®  Motivation

®  Role
9) Moments of change

®  TWho orwhathas changed? Why? What are the motives?





ISU Genre Study Culminating Activity

Group Oral Presentation

Getting together with the students who read an ISU book from the same genre as you did, you will prepare and execute a ten-to-fifteen-minute oral presentation about your novels.  This presentation will take the following structure:
· An introduction (2-3 minutes in length)

· You will outline and list the books your group read, explain the genre, and briefly list the genre conventions your group has identified

· A detailed analysis of the genre conventions identified by the group for your genre (8-10 minutes in length – MOST of your presentation)

· Ideally, try to come up with at least four to five of these

· The best way of handling this part is to have each group member present one genre convention, illustrating the convention with specific examples from his or her novel, or to have each member of the group provide one illustration per convention from his or her novel
Each student in the group will be required to submit an individual summary sheet.  The summary sheet should contain:
· The student’s name, of course

· A list of the group’s chosen genre conventions
· A very brief synopsis of the student’s novel 

· “Short and sweet” is the key here; do NOT enumerate every subplot!

· Make sure you enumerate the following as a bare minimum:

· Setting (where and when; e.g. – for To Kill a Mockingbird, briefly discuss Alabama and the Great Depression in the 1930s)

· Major characters (e.g. – for To Kill a Mockingbird, definitely discuss Jem, Scout, and Atticus; maybe mention Tom and Boo; definitely do not mention Dolphus Raymond or Mrs. Dubose)

· Conflict (what are the major plot points; e.g. – for To Kill a Mockingbird, mention the trial and its outcome, and perhaps the kids and their involvement with Boo; do not bother with things like the missionary teas, the shooting of the dog, et cetera)

· Resolution (what happens at the end; e.g. – for To Kill a Mockingbird, discuss the children being attacked by Bob Ewell and their rescue by Boo, and how Jem and Scout grew up over the course of the story)

· That student’s specific illustrative examples for ALL of the conventions (NOT just the specific one that the student presented)
· Make sure that these are properly formatted quotations with page numbers

· Some discussion notes for the ALL of the examples
· Explanations of how your examples illustrate the genre conventions
· A properly formatted (MLA style) bibliographical entry for your edition of your ISU novel
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