
Commentary Assignment 

A commentary is a detailed analysis of one short passage from a larger piece of writing, such as a play, a novel or a 

poem.  You will be given a passage from a work studied in class and will have one period to complete a close 

reading on that passage.  All work will be completed in class and will be handed in at the end of the period.  Your 

commentary should be 2-3 pages hand-written. 

Here are the components of a commentary: 

Context (1/3 of the assignment):  

 What just happened in the text? 

 What is going to happen in the text?  

 How do things change in the story either during this passage or because of this passage? 

 What is the context significant? Why is the passage here and not somewhere else in the work? 

Analysis (2/3’s of the assignment): 

Salient Details: 

In a series of short paragraphs, ‘unpack’ the passage and discuss the salient details.  Choose two or three things 

from the list below and discuss them in detail.  This section of the close reading should be the ‘meatiest’ section.  

Spend the most time on this part. 

 The author’s vision of the world: What particular values are being illustrated? You should always discuss 

this idea in a close reading. 

 Conflict in the story: Man versus man, man versus self, man versus society, et cetera. 

 Images and details: Image patterns, symbols 

 Elements of language: Literary devices (similes, metaphors, personification, et cetera), interesting or 

unusual word choices 

 Elements of humour: Type of humour (irony, parody, satire, et cetera), source of humour 

 Descriptions of character: Personification of ideas, motivation, role 

 Some moments of revelation: New information, epiphanies 

 Moments of change: Who or what has changed? Why? What are the motives? 

 Echoes: Are there recurring themes, images, symbols? When have we seen these things earlier in the 

work or later in the work? Has the meaning changed at all? 

Conclusion 

In a concluding paragraph, offer an interpretation of some kind 

 Think of this section as similar to an essay’s conclusion.  Now that you have analyzed the passage, what 

new things have you learned? State those things here. 



 

  





 


